Report on meeting of Classis Central US of the URCNA

Convening at Covenant Reformed Church of Pella  —  March 16-17, 2010

Seven overtures, a host of reports, and requests for advice in pastoral matters filled the hearts and minds of delegates to Classis Central US of the URCNA at its recent meeting in Pella. 

With their two-day meeting slated to begin on the evening of March 16, a number of delegates met a few hours early at Covenant Reformed Church for a presentation by Dr. Cornel Venema. 

Dr. Venema was one of the members of a study committee created by Synod Schererville 2007 which was asked to evaluate the impact of the Federal Vision movement on the doctrine of justification. Speaking in Pella, Dr. Venema offered background information about the report and provided classis delegates and guests with insights into the report itself. He then answered questions posed by his audience. 

Although not an official part of the meeting of classis, those who attended found the time well-spent and appreciated Dr. Venema’s willingness to offer his insights about the content and significance of a report that will be considered at Synod London 2010. 

After enjoying a meal and a time of fellowship, delegates to the 27th Meeting of Classis Central US began working on an agenda that included seven overtures. 

Some of the weightiest debate came during discussion of an overture seeking to conclude the work of the “unity committees” that are laying the groundwork for organic, federative unity with the Canadian Reformed Churches. 

Submitted by Hills URC, this overture emphasized that its intent was not to prevent the eventual uniting of the URC and the CanRC. However, it sought to end the work of the unity committees, due to the belief that these efforts have been fostering fear and unrest that is keeping many in the URC from being willing to learn about and come to appreciate their brothers and sisters in the CanRC. 

After a lengthy debate, that overture was approved and sent on to Synod London 2010. 

Classis also considered – and rejected – an overture from Hills URC that sought to use the work of one of those unity committees to revise our current Church Order. 

The Proposed Joint Church Order Committee has been working with a committee from the CanRC to create a new church order that would serve a merged URC/CanRC federation. The overture sought to revise that committee’s mandate, calling it to combine previous research with additional feedback from the churches to create a revised URC Church Order. 

Although that overture was rejected, Classis Central US did approve two overtures aimed at amending the Church Order. 

The first of these, submitted by Cornerstone URC of Sanborn, seeks to revise Church Order Art. 32 and Appendix 4 to clarify an apparent source of confusion.

In its current form, Art. 32 allows for classes to provisionally admit churches whose office-bearers subscribe to the Three Forms of Unity and agree with the Church Order, and whose minister sustains a classis examination known as a Colloquium Doctum. However, the provisions for the Colloquium Doctum, found in C.O. Appendix 4, indicate that the man’s consistory already belongs to the URC. There also has been debate about whether it is necessary for the minister to successfully sustain an examination in order to recognize the consistory as properly constituted and acceptable for entrance. 

Cornerstone’s overture aimed to remedy the problem by amending both Art. 32 and Appendix 4. As a result, consistories would be received without regard for the examination of their minister, but any office-bearers who are ministers would have to be examined before being declared a minister in the URCNA. Changes to Appendix 4 would create a separate procedure for ministers entering the federation in this way. 

This overture will be sent on to Synod London 2010. 

An overture from Covenant Reformed Church of Kansas City aims to standardize the manner in which classes vote during candidacy and ordination exams and colloquia docta. 

Some classes (including Classis Central US) cast separate votes for each section of their exams, while others cast a single vote which encompasses all sections of the exam. As a result, some classes appear to be more rigorous than others in evaluating examinations. 

This overture aims to standardize the process by requiring all classes to cast separate votes for each section of their examinations. This overture, too, will be sent on to Synod London 2010.

Three other overtures were not adopted by classis. Two of these would have modified the rules of Classis Central US to require voting on each sermon submitted for ministerial examinations. 

The other overture sought to modify the mandate of the Theological Education Committee, asking the committee to recommend guidelines for confessional subscription by faculty, staff, and board members at seminaries used by URC students. 

Delegates spent part of their time at classis focusing on pastoral concerns. Representatives from the consistories overseeing church plants in Prinsburg, Minn., and Sioux Falls, S.D., provided updates on the work in these places. Likewise, a representative from Faith URC of Beecher provided an update on the Spanish-language outreach in Chicago Heights. 

Church Visitors reported on visits made to eight congregations. Two ministers reported on their attendance at broader assembly meetings of the PCA and the RCUS as fraternal observers. 

Several hours were spent on Wednesday, March 17, offering counsel to consistories that sought advice in pastoral and disciplinary matters. Such cases often are heart-breaking to hear about and difficult to address. However, it is a blessing to see the love that our consistories have for the sheep entrusted to them by the Chief Shepherd. Through many tears and with much prayer, counsel was offered to the consistories seeking guidance. We pray that this advice will help the men in reconciling those who are wayward, removing offense from the church of Christ, and glorifying the Lord our God. 

In addition, the delegates were privileged to receive fraternal greetings from Rev. James Grossmann on behalf of the Northern Plains Classis of the RCUS; from Rev. Maynard Koerner on behalf of the South Central Classis of the RCUS; and from Rev. Charles Muether on behalf of the Presbytery of the Midwest of the OPC. Letters of greeting from Classis Manitoba of the CanRC and from the Presbytery of Ohio of the OPC also were read. The greetings and insights of our brothers offered much encouragement to the delegates. 

The next meeting of Classis Central US is slated to begin on the morning of Sept. 14, 2010. The Consistory of Doon URC of Doon, Iowa, is the convening consistory. 

Classis wishes to express its sincere appreciation to the members of Covenant Reformed Church of Pella for their gracious hospitality; to the Consistory of Providence Reformed Church in Des Moines for its work in preparing for this meeting; and to Elder Mark Van Der Molen and Rev. Jody Lucero for serving as chairman and vice-chairman, respectively. 

For further information, contact Rev. Doug Barnes, pastor of Hills URC & Stated Clerk of Classis, 
by telephone at 507-962-3254 or via e-mail at hillsurc@alliancecom.net

Please note that this report is an unofficial summary. 

For the official and complete summary of business transacted at classis, see the official minutes of classis.

