Report on Classis Central US

On a cold January night in Minnesota, delegates of the churches in Classis Central US were warmly received by their host, Hills URC. The 15th meeting of Classis Central US was scheduled for the next day, January 11, 2005. This evening, however, Hills URC had planned an educational program for the delegates and other members from the neighboring churches. Rev. Dr. Marc Graham, a certified nouthetic counselor from the Biblical Counseling Center of Michigan, presented two workshops on Biblical Counseling. First, Dr. Graham discussed “Crisis Counseling” – cases where quick and effective intervention is crucial. His second session focused on counseling those who are very ill and those who are dying. 

The next morning at 8:30 a.m. Classis officially began deliberations on the matters presented. Warned of an impending storm, the delegates set to the task under the direction of the chairman, Rev. Peter Kloosterman, together with the vice-chairman, Rev. Harold Miller, and the Clerk, Rev. Todd Joling. The freezing rain forecasted to arrive later in the day had already prevented the arrival of the delegates from Covenant Reformed Church in Kansas City, Missouri.  

Rev. Doug Barnes served as the chairman pro tem and called the meeting to order. With Classis duly constituted, the first task at hand was to hear the reports of the officers and a study committee. At the previous meeting of Classis, a committee had been assigned the task of studying the administration of the Lord’s Supper to shut-ins. The committee developed a helpful report which was given to the churches for study and discussion. Classis thanked and dismissed the committee. Rev. G.I. Williamson, a fraternal observer, asked if permission would be granted for the publication of this report in “The Ordained Servant.” Classis approved a motion that the report be available for publishers if they desire to reprint it. 

After the reports were received, Classis was favored with greetings from the fraternal observers. Rev. Van Stedum from the South Central Classis of the RCUS, Rev. G.I. Williamson from the Presbytery of the Dakotas of the OPC, and later in the meeting Rev. Jim Sawtelle from the Covenant East Classis of the RCUS all extended greetings. It was a blessing to receive their words of greeting and encouragement for faithfulness to the service of Jesus Christ.

The remaining business of Classis consisted of appointments and advice for the churches. Classis appointed officers and church visitors to assist the orderly administration of the Classis. Synod 2004 directed the Classes to appoint representatives for various committees. Brian Yonkman was appointed as Classis’ representative for the Web Oversight Committee. According to the advice of Synod, Rev. Todd Joling was appointed as the Classical representative for CERCU and Elder Grant Diekevers was appointed as the alternate. For the CECCA representatives, Rev. Bill DeJong received the appointment and Rev. Tom Wetselaar was appointed as the alternate. The Classis also voted to adopt the guidelines recommended by Synod regarding pastors’ pensions and disability coverage and the ministers’ assistance fund. 

Lastly, the Classis offered advice regarding various pastoral matters faced by the churches of Classis Central US. Doon URC and Hills URC requested advice regarding the possibility of a church plant in Sioux Falls, SD. Classis advised two churches, Community and Redeemer, to proceed with discipline in the cases they outlined for the delegates. 

The next meeting of Classis is scheduled for June 7, 2005. A candidacy examination for one or two men is anticipated for this upcoming meeting. The Consistory of Covenant Reformed Church of Kansas City will be convening the meeting. The location is yet to be determined.
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